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The present paper poses the claim that the use of the term‘paradigm
shift’in relation to the evolution of planning theory in general on one
hand, and explaining the theoretical development of planning in Iran
on the other, lacks scientific accuracy, and that from this perspective

the validity of indigenous theories such as the ‘strategic-structural’
theory must be re-examined. A review of the nature and content of the
terms ‘paradigm’and ‘paradigm shift;, and exploring their possibilities

to explain the fundamental changes in planning theory will be first
steps in making the case for the above claim. The distinction between
‘theory development’and ‘paradigm shift’and addressing the

essential differences between the two, has led this research towards
developmental methodology, so that in addition to explaining elements
of planning theories whose evolutionary course results in a new
generation of theories, the underlying and structural conditions of this
transition are also examined. Finally, the continuum of transformation
of planning theories will be introduced in its general sense in temporal
and spatial contexts, based on which the development of a pathology
of theorising planning in Iran from the perspective of the internal logics
planning theories is made possible. Based on this pathology, the point
can be made that rather than paying attention to new, modern planning
approaches - such as strategic planning or communication planning - it
is necessary to rethink Iran’s planning system within the requirements
of its Institutional context, and try to make changes in institutions and
institutionalise planning.
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8. paradigm & paradigm shift
9.N.Taylor, Urban Planning
Theory since 1945, p. v-Vii.
FESAR
O.Yiftachel, “Towards a New
Typology of Urban Planning
Theories’, pp. 23-25; P. Healey,
“Planning through Debate:
The Communicative Turn in
Planning Theory"”.
11.T.G. Galloway & R.G.
Mahayni, “Planning Theory
in Retrospect: The Process of
Paradigm Change’, p.64-67
12. knowledge term
13.Thomas Kuhn
14. science explanation
15. scientific method
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19. S.H. Manee, "The ‘Truth’
between Realism and Anti-
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20. J. Woodward,
“Counterfactuals and Causal
Explanation’, p. 41-42.
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27.Taylor, ibid, p. 4-6, 157-158.
28. looser or more generous
way to describe significant
changes in town planning
thought (ibid, p. 158).
29. ethical political practice
30. socila action
31. direct translation
32. design-based view
33. systems and rational
process views
34, from the town planner
as technical expert to
‘communicator

FESAYA
D. Harvey, “From
Managerialism to
Entrepreneurialism: The
Transformation in Urban
Governance in Late
Capitalism”.
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36. blue print

FESAn'
P. Healey & R. Gilroy, “Towards
a People-sensitive Planning’,
p.21-23.
38.Taylor, ibid, p. 4-6, 158-160.
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