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ABSTRACT

One of the challenges of the 21* century is the massive flow of Internally Displaced Persons who have been
forced to flee their homes as a result of armed conflicts, situations of generalized violence, violations of
human rights, natural or human-made disasters, or execution of development and infrastructure projects
and seek safe shelters within the borders of their country. Unlike refugees who cross international borders
and benefit from a special legal status under international law, IDPs remain within the borders of their home
country thus granting them a legal status analogous to refugees face with uncertainty. This article seeks to
examine the legal status of IDPs under international law and find out if they benefit from a distinct legal
status or not. By investigating different approaches and examining the definition of IDPs in the light of the
UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, it is concluded that this group does not enjoy a special
legal status in international law. The increased number of IDPs proves that there are still some major gaps
and challenges that need to be overcome.
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!, Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre

2, Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, Global Report on Internal Displacement-2020, April 2020, available at:
www.internal-displacement.org/publications/2020-global-report-on-internal-displacement (last visited on
06/03/2020).

3, Ibid.

4, ECOSOC, Report on Refugees, Displaced Persons and Returnees, Prepared by Mr. Jacques Cuénod, Consultant.
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1. Analytical report of the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons, E/CN.4/1992/23 (1992), para.109.
2, Francis Deng
3. Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement
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1. ICRC, “Internally Displaced Persons: The Mandate and Role of the International Committee of the Red Cross”,
International Review of the Red Cross, 838, 2000, p 491.

2, Ibid.
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