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Abstract

Aim: The present study investigated self and others' mental representations in multiple
sclerosis (MS) patients and compared mental representations across the cultures of
Isfahan and Tehran.

Method: This research was quasi-experimental with a mixed factorial design. The
statistical population included MS patients and non-MS individuals living in Isfahan,
as well as non-MS individuals from Tehran. In total, 244 participants (82 MS patients
and 82 non-patients from Isfahan, and 80 non-patients from Tehran) adjusted
interpersonal distances with protagonists (childhood self-image, current self-image,
mother, love partner, and friend) in the comfortable interpersonal distance test (CID)
under both active and passive modes.

Results: The analysis of repeated measures ANOVA showed that MS patients
preferred greater interpersonal distances than non-patients when faced with their
current self-image, a close friend, and a partner. Additionally, participants from
Isfahan, both MS patients and non-patients, chose significantly larger interpersonal
distances with all protagonists compared to the Tehran group.

Conclusion: The findings suggest a kind of self-alienation experience in MS patients
at the level of mental representation and highlight the importance of cultural context
in shaping mental representations.
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