The Relationship between Architecture and
orainaL researcH ARTICLE | Rhietoric; A Rethinking of Common Roots

Zoha Nadimi, PhD
Faculty of Art and Architecture, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran

y. N

Kazem Mandegari, PhD" (2

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Yazd University, Yazd,
Iran

Zohreh Tafazzoli, PhD

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid
Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

Received: July7,2021  Nadimi, Z., Mandegari, K., and Tafazzoli, Z., 2023. The Relationship between
Accepted: November 29,2021 Architecture and Rhetoric; A Rethinking of Common Roots. Soffeh. 103 (4):
7-26.

DOI: 10.48308/SOFEH.2021.222721.1058

(Pages: 7-26)

Abstract:

Looking at the history of architectural theories, and with reference to the
opinions of thinkers, one can see architecture and rhetoric as mutually
related throughout history. It seems that reflecting on this relationship
can open up new horizons for architectural thought. But the changing
meaning of rhetoric has resulted in a variety of relationship levels,

Keywords: resulting in different gifts for architecture.
Rhetoric, Composition, This paper starts with an exploration three different levels of relationships,
Architecture, Integrity. resulting from three corresponding understandings of rhetoric. The
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first defines rhetoric as communication, the second as the art of speaking.
But the third emanates from the thoughts of those design scholars who,
whilst contemplating rhetorical relations and design matters, do not see
use rhetoric as speech, communication or the art of speaking, but as an art
of composition. From this point of view, rhetoric and architecture are both
knowledges of composition. This paper argues that the latter has opened the
door to the deepest understandings of rhetorical knowledge and the most
fruitful link between rhetoric and architecture. In response to the haphazard
literature associated with this view, the paper expands on rhetoric as ‘the
art of composition; and then moves on to identify three levels of rhetoric
composition, namely, composing people’s horizons (conviction), knowledges
and insights. The important issue of architecture today, the paper argues, is the
lack of shared horizons between architects and their audiences, as well as the
lack of coherence between the various architectural knowledges and insights.
By understanding rhetoric as the art of composition and linking architecture
and rhetoric in the light of this understanding, one can look at architecture
from a different perspective and restore the missing coherence in architecture.
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