wldad
Journal of
Family Research
Vol.19(4): 599-613; 2023 VEOY Ol VT oot /a5

044-W\Y 1Ol
Original Article

Lived Experience of the Challenges of Raising a Deaf Child from the
Perspective of Hearing Fathers: Qualitative Research with a
Phenomenological Approach

Zohre Eghbalniat, Mohammad Ashori®**
1. Department of Psychology of People with Special Needs, Faculty of Psychology and Education, University
of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

2. Department of Psychology of People with Special Needs, Faculty of Psychology and Education, University
of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

Received: 2023.11.17 Revised: 2024.02.13 Accepted: 2024.02.18

DOI: 10.48308/jfr.19.4.599

Abstract: Effective parenting improves children’s physical, emotional, mental and
social health. This research was conducted based on the descriptive phenomenology
approach and the purpose of its implementation was to investigate the lived
experience of the challenges of raising a deaf child from the perspective of hearing
fathers. The sample size was seven people and the main criteria for selecting the
participants who were living with a spouse and children, having at least one child
with severe or profound hearing loss and congenital sensory impairment, and
volunteering to participate in the research. A semi-structured interview was used to
collect data and the life experiences of the participants were investigated. The
Colaizzi method was used to analyze the interviews. The results of the interviews
were classified into 5 main categories under the title of acceptance of the child by
parents, social conditions, parents’ awareness, support networks and life challenges.
In sum, the analysis of the lived experience of hearing parents with a deaf child
showed that they are affected by their child’s deafness in different ways. Therefore,
these categories can be used to formulate educational and psychological programs
for deaf children with hearing parents.
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1.  Deaf children 18 Mavrogianni & Lampropoulou
2. Opoku, Nketsia, Benefo & Mprah 19 Lederberg, Branum-Martin, Webb,
3. Hallahan, Kauffman & Pullen Schick, Antia & Easterbrooks
4.  Social Communication 20 Humpbhries, Kushalnagar, Mathur, Nap-
5.  Ashori -oli, Rathmann & Smith
6.  Quality of Life 21 Ashori & Erabi
7. Szarkowski & Brice 22 Martins, Faisca, Vieira & Gongalves
8.  Aquino-Russell 23 Hassanzadeh & Nikkhoo
9.  Szarkowski & Dirks 24 Vanormelingen, De Maeyer & Gillis
10. Negative Emotions 25 Ray
11. Rosa & Angulo 26 Rodriguez, Tapia-Fuselier, Ceballos &
12. Zaidman-Zait, Most, Tarrasch &Had- Agarwal

-dad 27 De Raeve
13. Brand, Zaidman-Zait & Most 28 Szarkowski & Toe
14. Davids, Roman & Schenck 29 Arjmandi, Mehrabi, Farhangpour,
15. Borren, Tambs, Gustavson, Ask, Eng- Toghyani & Farahmand

-dahl & Sundet 30 Siadatian Arani, Ashori, Faramarzi,
16. Acar, Turan & Uzuner Norouzi & Spencer
17. Hintermair & Sarimski 31 Mansourian
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